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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . Claims 1 -25 have been examined. 



Specification 

2. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on a 
separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that the abstract not exceed 
1 50 words in length since the space provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the 
printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as "means" 
and "said," should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist 
readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given in the 
title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure concerns," 
"The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 

The Abstract is too long. Correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC§n2 
3. Regarding claim 3, 19 the phrase "such as" renders the claim indefinite because it is 
unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. See 
MPEP § 2173.05(d). Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by tiie applicant for patent, except that an 
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international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-6, 8-10, 12, 13, 16-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Robertson (6,609,106). 

Claim 1, 16, 17, 24: Robertson discloses a gift mediation system, method that implements 
gift mediation via a network through access to data storage means, which is provided on a server 
and stores predetermined data therein, 
said gift mediation system comprising: 

first memory means that stores registry of information on a recipient, who is expected to receive 
gift, together with individual information used for authentication on the network (Fig. 12; Fig. 
15; Fig. 16); 

second memory means that stores a password used to authenticate a giver who desires to give the 
gift on the network (Fig, 15, item 260; Fig. 8; col 1 1, Unes 54-58); 

permission means that identifies the individual information in response to a requirement for 
access via the network and gives authorization to access said data storage means via the network 
when identity with at least part of the individual information registered in said first memory 
means is verified (Fig. 20B; Fig. 20C); 

wish list registry means that registers a wish list including at least one item for the gift into said 
data storage means by the authorized access (Fig, 27, item 505); and 

wish list reference means that allows the wish Ust to be referred to by access via the network 
using the password stored in said second memory means (Fig. 21, item 350; Fig. 28). 

Robertson further discloses wish Ust registry means that specifies a wish Ust including at 
least one item for the gift, based on information regarding items other than the predetermined 
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data stored in said data storage means, after the access authorized by said first permission means, 
and registers information on the specified wish Ust in said data storage means (Fig. 33; item 575, 
item 570). 

Claim 2: Robertson discloses a gift mediation system in accordance with claim 1, and 
further discloses that said first memory means comprises means that stores registry of 
information on at least two recipients together with individual information on a single individual 
(coll, lines 55-60; Fig 27;). 

Claim 3: Robertson discloses a gift mediation system in accordance with claim 1, and 
further discloses that said first memory means comprises: 
event registry means that registers a type of event for the gift (Fig. 40); and 
means that stores registry of information on a plurality of recipients together with individual 
information on a single individual when the type of event registered in said event registry means 
coincides with a preset event involving the plurality of recipients, such as engagement or 
wedding (Fig. 27; Fig. 40). 

Claim 4: Robertson discloses a gift mediation system in accordance with claim 1, and 
further discloses that said gift mediation system further comprises: 

address registry means that registers an address of the giver who desires to give the gift (Fig. 16; 
col 1 1, lines 54-58 ); and notification means that notifies the address registered by said address 
registry means of the password and information on a procedure of gaining access to said data 
storage means, on completion of the registry by said wish list registry means (Fig. 20C, item 
330). 



Application/Control Number: 09/937, 1 1 1 ^age . 

Art Unit: 3622 

Claim 5: Robertson discloses a gift mediation system in accordance with claim 1, and 
further discloses that said wish list registry means 
comprises: 

item information storage means that individually stores information on a plurality of items; 
item selection means that causes at least one item to be selected among the plurality of items 
stored in said item information storage means; and 

enumerative display means that displays the wish hst of the at least one item selected by said 
item selection means in an enumerative manner (Fig. 33; Fig. 28). 

Claim 6: Robertson discloses a gift mediation system in accordance with claim 5, and 
further discloses that said item information storage means comprises means that stores 
information on each item with its category in said item information storage means and displays 
the stored information on the plurality of items classified by the category for selection of the at 
least one item by said item selection means (Fig. 28). 

Claim 8: Robertson discloses a gift mediation system in accordance with claim 1, and 
fiirther discloses that said wish list registry means comprises: 

item information acquisition means that obtains information on items from another data storage 
means, which is present on the network, together with information for identifying said another 
data storage means; and 

enumerative display means that extracts at least information on a price of each item and the 
information for identifying said another data storage means among the information on the items 
obtained by said item information acquisition means, and displays the extracted information in 
an enumerative manner (Fig. 24; Fig. 41, item 570, 575; Fig. 33; Fig. 34). 
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Claim 9, 26: Robertson discloses a gift mediation system in accordance with claim 5, 8, 
and further discloses that said enumerative display means comprises means that displays a 
'Delete* button to instruct deletion of a specified item from the registered wish list (Fig. 27, item 
515). 

Claim 10: Robertson discloses a gift mediation system in accordance with claims 1, and 
further discloses that said gift mediation system further comprises: 

display means that displays the wish list of the at least one item registered by said wish 
list registry means in an enumerative manner, in response to access using the password; 

appUcation means that individually accepts an offer 
of payment for each item included in the displayed wish Ust; and 

offer record display means that displays an offer record of the item for which the 
payment has been offered (Fig. 33; Fig. 36; Fig. 37). 

Claim 12: Robertson discloses a gift mediation system in accordance with claim 10, and 
further discloses that said gift mediation system further comprises: 

payment demand means that requires a giver who has offered the payment to actually pay 
for the item for which the payment has been offered (Fig. 36). 

Claim 13: Robertson discloses a gift mediation system in accordance with claim 10, and 
further discloses that said gift mediation system further comprises: 

detailed information display means that displays the wish Ust of the at least one item 
registered by said wish hst registry means in an enumerative manner, as well as 
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information for authenticating the giver who has offered the payment with regard to the item for 
which the payment has been offered, in response to the access via the network authorized by said 
permission means (Fig. 33; Fig. 36). 

Claim 18, 25: Robertson discloses a gift mediation system, medium in accordance with 
claim 17. Robertson further discloses that said gift mediation system further comprises: second 
permission means that gives authorization to access another data storage means, which is 
connected to said data storage means via the network, after the authorized access to said data 
storage means; and 

item information acquisition means that obtains information on items stored in said another data 
storage means, different fi*om said data storage means, in response to a specified instruction, 
wherein said wish Ust registry means specifies the wish list of the at least one item for the gift, 
based on the information obtained by said item information acquisition means, and registers the 
information on the specified wish list in said data storage means (Fig. 33; Fig. 34; col 3, Unes 60- 
65). 

Claim 19: Robertson discloses a gift mediation system in accordance with claim 18, and 
further discloses that said item information acquisition means obtains information on description 
of respective items, such as product names and product numbers of the items, as well as 
information on an address, at which the information on the items is stored in said another data 
storage means (Fig. 33, item 560). 

Claim 20: Robertson discloses a gift mediation system in accordance with claim 17, and 
further discloses that said data storage means stores in advance information on items as the 
predetermined data, 
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said item information acquisition means obtains both the information on the items stored in 
advance in said data storage means (col 2, lines 55-61; Fig. 1) and the information on the items 
stored in said another data storage means (col 2, lines 25-30; Fig, 1), and 
said wish list registry means registers both the information obtained by said item information 
acquisition means on a common list in said data storage means (Fig. 1; Fig. 28; Fig. 33). 

Claim 21 : Robertson discloses a gift mediation system in accordance with claim 20, and 
further discloses that said gift mediation system fiirther comprising: display means that displays 
the information registered on the common Hst in said data storage means in an enumerative 
manner (Fig. 28; Fig. 33). 

Claim 22: Robertson discloses a gift mediation system in accordance with claim 18, and 
further discloses that said gift mediation system further comprises: 

settlement means that settles an account of each item included in the wish list, whose information 
is registered by said wish list registry means, between said server managing said data storage 
means and another server managing said another data storage means via the network (col 25, 
lines 10-15; col 15, lines 30-43). 

Claim 23: Robertson discloses a gift mediation system in accordance with claim 17, and 
further discloses that a terminal that gains access to said data storage means via the network is 
installed at a shop of a retailer who sells items, and 

said wish list registry means specifies the wish list of the at least one item for the gift, based on 
information on items checked at the shop by the recipient who is expected to receive the gift, 
after access authorized by said terminal, and registers information on the specified wish hst in 
said data storage means (col 25, lines 15-20). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 JJSC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



5. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Robertson 
(6,609,106) in view of Call (6,154,738). 

Claim 7: Robertson discloses a gift mediation system in accordance with claim 5. 
Robertson fiirther discloses that said item information storage means stores at least information 
on a price of each item and a photographic image representing appearance of each item, and 
said enumerative display means displays the photographic image of the appearance of each item 
(Fig. 28; Fig. 38). 

Robertson further discloses expanding information and that the user can access more 
information on an item (col 22, lines 47-57). 

Robertson does not expHcitly disclose that the image can be magnified. 

However, Call discloses that product images can be magnified (Fig. 33; col 23, Unes 34- 



Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add Call's product image magnification to Robertson's product image. 



50). 
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One would have been motivated to do this in order to allow the user to see more detail on the 
item. 

6. Claim 1 1, 14, 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Robertson (6,609,106) in view of Loeb (6,006,205). 

Claim 1 1 : Robertson discloses a gift mediation system in accordance with claim 10, 
Robertson further discloses that said appUcation means comprises payment application means 
that allows payment for a specific item displayed by said display means to be offered by the 
access using the password, 

said gift mediation system further comprising: total pay offer display means that displays 
a total of pay offer for the specific item (Fig. 36, Fig. 37), and the utilization of credit cards (Fig. 



Robertson does not expUcitly disclose partial payment for a product or item. 

However, Loeb discloses partial payment for a product or item (col 7, Une 50-col 8, line 
4) and the utilization of credit cards (Abstract). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add Loeb's partial payment of an item to Robertson's payment for 
items utilizing a credit card. One would have been motivated to do this in order to allow 
purchases of items that are expensive and can be difficult for a user to pay for at one time. 

Claim 14: Robertson discloses a gift mediation system in accordance with claim 10. 

Robertson further discloses making purchases and the utilization of credit cards (Fig. 36, 



36). 



Fig. 37). 



Page 11 

Application/Control Number: 09/937, 1 1 1 
Art Unit: 3622 

Robertson tefl,er disctees an even, notification for a wide variety of events (col 3, lines 

47-50)^ 

Robertson does not expUcitly disclose due time me„»ry means that stores a dne time of 
access to said data storage means, 

due time detection means that detects elapse of the due time; and 

notification means that notifies a registrant who has registered the wtsh hst of 
.nformatton on the item for which the payment has been offered, in response to the detection of 

the elapse of the due time. 

However, Lceb discloses due time memory means that stores a due time of access to said 

data storage means; 

due time detection means that detects elapse of the dne time; and 

notification means that notifies a registrant who has registered the wish list of 
information on the item for which the payment has been offered in response to the deteaion of 
the elapse of the due time (col 6, lines 30-44; Fig^ 3; col 10, lines 9-20; Fig. 1). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add Loeb's tracktng of payments and time to Roberton's credit card 
payment and event notification. One would have been motivate to do thts in order to aUow 
Robertson to better ensure that payments for items are made. 

Claim 15: Robertson and Loeb disclose a gift mediation system in accordance wU, clatm 
,4. Robertson firrther discloses that said first memory means comprises means that stores 
registry of an address for dehvety of the ,tem for which the payment has been offered and a 
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postal address of the recipient who is expected to receive the gift, as the information on the 
recipient (Fig. 36; Fig. 16; Fig. 17). 

Conclusion 

The following prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

a. Holland (6,493,742) discloses a gift registry; 

b. Veeneman (5,774,8784) discloses a gift registry; 

c. Kraemer (6,490,602) discloses a gift registry. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Arthur Duran whose telephone number is (703)305-4687. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon- Fri, 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric Stamber can be reached on (703)305-8469. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published apphcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for impublished 
apphcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Arthur Duran 
Patent Examiner 
6/29/04 



